University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

9-13-1990

Chilean Exporters Association Accuses U.S. Food
& Drug Administration Of Contaminating Grapes
With Cyanide
Barbara Khol

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
Khol, Barbara. "Chilean Exporters Association Accuses U.S. Food & Drug Administration Of Contaminating Grapes With Cyanide."
(1990). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/5242

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 069669
ISSN: 1060-4189

Chilean Exporters Association Accuses U.S. Food &amp;
Drug Administration Of Contaminating Grapes With
Cyanide
by Barbara Khol
Category/Department: General
Published: Thursday, September 13, 1990
In a recent report, the Chilean Exporters Association accused the US Food and Drug Administration
of contaminating two grapes with cyanide and setting off a public health scare in March 1989.
The report, issued in Washington and Santiago, said that research conducted at the University of
California-Davis showed that if the grapes had been contaminated with cyanide, other grapes in
the same case also would have contained the poison. The FDA has said no additional poisoned
grapes were found. The association asserted that the grapes could not have been tampered with in
Chile or at the port of Philadelphia where the poisoned grapes were found. The studies indicated
that because cyanide was found at such high levels, it would have to have been introduced in the
grapes more recently than two weeks before, when the ship was in Chile. According to the report,
"The grapes were contaminated at the FDA laboratory in Philadelphia. The manner in which the
contamination took place could have been accidental or intentional." After it found the two grapes
containing cyanide, the FDA requested that all Chilean fruit be removed from US markets while
more tests continued. The association estimated the FDA's action cost Chilean exporters more than
$330 million as over 6 million cases of fruit in the US were destroyed. (Basic data from AP, 09/10/90)
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